Mkataba I'(dilcfamilisha ujenzi SGR

Na Iibrahim Joseph,
DODODMA

WAZIRI wa fedha Balozi Khamis
Mussa Omar amesema  hatua
ya serikali kusaini mkataba wa
ukamilishaji wa reli va kisasa ya
SGR. loti va tatu na nne itasaid-
i kuongeza uchumi na kutoa
tursa kwa maeneo va kanda va
Jiwa na katt.

Ralozt Omar alisema  hayo
Juzt Jgim hapa wakati wa hatla
va kusainiwa kwa mkataba wa
wienzi wa SGR ot ta na nne,

kwa kipande cha Makutupora
Tabora na Tabota Isaka dola za
Marcekani bilioni 1.3,

Alicleza kuwa tedha hizo zi-
natokana na ufadhili wa nchi
tatu ambazo ni ltalia Poland na
Sweeden, ujenzi huo ni mwen-
delezo wa kuunganisha — njia
hiyo kutoka Dar es Salaam. Mo-
rogoro na Dodoma Makutupora,

Pia  alisema lengo la seri-
kali kuhakikisha inakamilisha
vipande vilivyvobaki ili kuongeza
njia va uchumi.

Aliongeza kuwa baada va ku-
pata tedha hizo wanaendelea na
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mpango wa kukamilisha ujen-
zi wa kipande cha SGR Tabora
Kigoma na Mwanza Isaka am-
bapo wakandarasi wapo kazini.

Alisema pia kukamilika wa
mradi huo itasaidia usafirishaji
wa haraka wa abiria na mizigo
kwenda katika mikoa ya huko
na jirani.

Waziri Omar alisema lengo la
serikali ni kuunganisha reli hivo
na nchi jirani za Burundi na
Congo DRC.

Pia alisema kukamilika kwa
ujenzi wa SGR kwa kanda hivo
itasaidia kukuza utalii na ku-
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watiwa saini

patikana kwa kuongezeka wa
fursa za Kiuchumi katka sekra
va madini.

Waziri wa Uchukuzi Prof
Makame Mbarawa alisema zai-
di ya abiria milioni tano wame-
tumia usafiri wa SGR Dar es Sa-
laam Dodoma na Dar es Salaam
Morogoro.

Prof. Mbarawa alisema uwe-
PO wa SGR umepunguza muda
wa usafiri wa abiria kutoka Do-
doma Dar es Salaam kwa saa
10 mpaka 12, ambapo kwa usa-
firi wa reli hivo ni saa tatu hadi
nne.
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Govt extended $1.28bn

loan for SGR

By Correspondent Elizabeth John,
v Njombe v i e

o
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THE government has earmarked
more than 3.5bn/- for the compre-
hensive rehabilitation and upgrad-
ing of the MV Songea, a vital vessel
facilitating transport between the
Kiwira Port in Mbeya and Mbamba
Bay in Ruvuma via Lake Nyasa.

The move is part of a broader
strategic initiative to modernize
maritime infrastructure and stimu-
late economic growth along the
lake’s corridor.

Abdulrahman Salim, Senior Pub-
lic Relations Officer for the Tanza-
nia Shipping Agencies Corporation
(TASAC) made the announcement
here yesterday while addressing
Jjournalists during the Occupational
Health and Safety (OSH) Week ex-
hibitions held at the Mji Mwema
grounds in Njombe.

Salim emphasized that the in-
vestment is crucial for restoring
the vessel to its full operational

capacity to serve the growing
transport demands of the southern
highlands.

The MV Songea Is a multipurpose
vessel designed to carry 200 pas-
sengers and 50 tons of cargo. Sallm
highlighted that the ship’s unlque
design glves it a distinct operational
advantage over larger vessels ke
the MV Mbeya ll.

Specifically, the MY Songea Is ca-
pable of docking at and departing
from 13 different small stations and
landing sites scattered along the
shoreline from Kiwlra to Mbamba
Bay. This manocuvrabllity allows It
1o serve remote copstal communi-
tles that lack deep-water port In-
frastructure, providing a lifeline for
trade and movement,

Under the new government strat-
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Govt allotates 3.5bn/- to
overhaul MV Songea for
operations in Lake Nyasa

egy, the Ministry of Transport alins
to -qQptimize’ Lake . Nyasa services
by coordinating the“schedules of
two major vessels. The MV Mbeya
11 will operate as an “express” ser-
vice, stopping at only three or four
major ports among the 13 avallable
stations to ensure rapld transit be-
tween the primary hubs of Mbamba
Bay and Kiwira,

Meanwhile, the refurbished MV
Songea will act as a “local” service,
stopping at all 13 statlons to ensure
that no community Is left isolated.

Salim highlighted the availability
of the MV Njombe, a massive cargo
ship with the capaclty to transport
up to 1,000 tonnes of goods, urging
reglonal entreprencurs and large:
scale traders to pivot toward marl-
time transport, which offers a more
cost-eflective  alternative o road
transport for bulk goods.

“Businesspeople In Njombe are
encouraged to use this vessel o
transport thelr products both do-
mestically and (o nelghboring In-
ternatlonal markets,” Sallm noted,
adding that water transport Is car-
rently the most viable solutlon glv-

en the existing challenges with road
connectivity In certain lake-bound
districts.
However, the ambldous plan faces
logistical hurdles, Nathanael Mgaya,
the Chalrperson of the Ludewa Dis-
trict Business Communlty, polnted
out that while the shipplog services
are welcome, the poor state of the
feeder roads leading (o the ports re:
malng a shgnlficant bottleneck,
Mgaya urged the government (o
ensure that road Infrastructure fme
provements keep pace with mial-
thne Investments, noting that trad-
ey are ready to embrace the blue
cconomy once the enthre supply
chaln Is rellable and accessible,

fourth lot

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has signed a financing
agreement for $1.277bn for construction of
the standard gauge railway (SGR) fourth slot
from Makutupora to Isaka.

Dr Natu El-Maamry Mwamba, the Finance
minlstry’s permanent secretary, signed the
pact with Herman Kasckende, the Stand-
ard Chartered Bank chlet executive officer,
where she sald the agreement marks amile-

© stone In the country’s infrastructure devel-

opment agenda.
Finance minister Khamis Mussa Omar
sald the funds are partof a broader $2.33bn

financing package for the strategic project,

“with the contract covering the construction

" of the Makutupora to Isaka (368 km) and

Tabora to Isaka (165 km), bringing the total
length under this phase (o 530 Kometeds,
The funding was secured through Inter-
national cooperation involving export cred-
It agencles In Ttaly (SACE), Sweden (ERN)
and Poland (KUKE), coordinated by the is-

" suing bank.

“This project Is the backbone of Tanza-
nias cconomle transtormation, set to con
nect the portof Dares Salaam with the Lake
Zone andd nelghbouring countries, positon:
Ing Tanzanla as a reglonal trade and wans:
port hub In Eastand Central Afvica,” he sald.

Transport — minlster  Prol. - Makame
Mbarawa noted that once completed, the
rallway seetlon facility will enhance cargo
capacity by to up to 5m tonnes annually
while signiticantly reducing transport thne
and costs.

SGR service from Dar es Salam and Do-
doma Is recording strong performance, car
rylng nearly Gm passengers and more than
120,000 tonnes of cargo.

“The project has reduced travel tme
from 12 hours (o just three hours, cut fuel
consumption by over 17m lites and re-
duced carbon emissions by more than 50
percent,” he salkd,

Lena Bertilsson, head of Large corporates
at the Swedish Export Credic Agency (EKN),
sald the lnked export creditors were satls:
fied with the progress of the SGR project,
with the credit ink boosting tes with Tan:
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